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are the much-in-demand collectors' items. Don't get us wrong; we eagerly snap up any 
copies of Arkham House "rarities", hero-pulp magazines, Weird Tales with Brundage 
covers autographed by the good lady herself, Clark Ashton Smith books of poetry and 
asbestos=bound copies of FAHRENHEIT 451 that come our way. 

But too many people want them. For every customer we are able to satisfy, there 
is an unhappy dozen who must wait and hope that the dice falls right for them next 
time. 

Our motives for stocking them are three-fold. First, one happy customer is better 
than none. Second, we wouldn't be honest if we didn't say we liked the money they 
provide. (Love/hate relationships, anyone?) 

Most important, though, is that they provide the wherewithal to finance 


THE. AREA: IN WH LC Hw МЕ. REA LIL ¥ SPECIALISE 


It is to search out and research the less firmly trodden byways of early fantasy 
and science fiction and bring original copies, reprinted texts and information to 
the attention of collectors and students of the field. 

This is nothing new. For at least 40 years, science fiction enthusiasts have.been 
digging into the past and have come up with sóme notable discoveries. Much of the 
work has been published. Some, like Bleiler's monumental CHECKLIST OF FANTASTIC 
LITERATURE, survives to this day. But most of this research, inthe form of articles, 
bibliographies and even republished stories, appeared in fanzines of minute circul- 
ation. To all intents and purposes, most of the research of a generation ago is lost 
to the collector who has only recently acquired an interest in early fantasy. 


WE HAVE A SAGRED MISSION 


And that is to-help rectify this Situation. As the result of the success of a 
pilot production issued ‘last November, we have decided to commit ourselves to a full 
programme of publishing material of interest to the serious collector and student 
of all aspects of earlW fantasy. Our first full-scale publication is on display at 
OMPAcon. Entitled FROM AN ULTIMATE DIM THULE, ##15 an illustrated review and biblio- 
graphy of the early (1895-1905) work of weird artist Sidney H. Sime. 

Our next publication wit] be an illustrated anthology of forgotten parodies of 
famous SF, fantasy and mystery writers, including Wells, Haggard, Doyle, Machen and 
Verne and topped off by an-Arthur C. Clarke parody of H.P. Lovecraft. 

Following that will be an anthology of the magazine fantasy and science fiction 
of George Griffith, best-selling Victorian SF writer who was contemporary to Wells. 
None of this work has appeared in book form before and will provide a superb intro- 
duction to Victorian and Edwardian science fiction. 

For more information on these and other projects, see us at the OMPAcon or 
contact us at the above address. 

Meanwhile- have a joyous convention. 


George Locke. 
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IT LL NEVER WORK 


We heard it said last Easter when the bid went in. We said it ourselves 
about many of the suggestions which arose at each of the camel designing 
sessions we called committee meetings. Most of all we felt it every time 
that hours, days or even weeks of carefully worked out detail suddenly 
fell apart. However, we have now reached the stage of producińg a 
Convention booklet, and on the centre pages appears a programme. It acts 
like a Convention, it looks like a Convention and by golly it even begins 
to feel like a Convention: perhaps this load of fuggheads has managed it 
after all. 


So - OMPA, the Off-trail Magazine Publishers" Association, through its 
committee, welcomes you to the 1973 British Easter Science Fiction 
Convention, in the Grand Hotel, Bristol. More about OMPA appears later in 
this booklet, so, for the moment, let it suffice to say that we are an APA, 
an Amateur Publishers Association, each member of which publishes a 
magazine for internal and in some cases external circulation. This is the 
first time such an organisation has ever run a Convention. We take some 
pride in this, and the fact that a similar American group is now followi.ng 
our example. 


The Committee chose a large hotel as the Convention site with the 
intention of avoiding overflow hotels, for any who didn't want them. We 
took this to the point where the smallest hotel considered had 109 rooms 
and even this limit was later raised to 120. It seems that we have both 
been successful in our intention and gauged others' feelings correctly in 
this matter, since only one person has actually asked to be in an overflow. 


The Grand, as those with AA or RAC books will no doubt have already noted, 
has 193 rooms. Practically all of these rooms have been made available to 
us. At the time of writing, the Convention has filled 137 and various 
letters indicate that another 10 will gó in the near future. All this 
despite people who, through buying houses, crashing motor cycles, and 
performing other unfannish activities, are now unable to come. We don't 
expect to fill the entire hotel but we shall be able to give everyone some 
choice of accommodation. 


This Convention will be the first for many of our members and to these we 
bid a special welcome. Remember, everyone here will have some interest in 
sf, no matter how remote; this interest is what made us all become fans. 
Use the fact as an introductory conversational gambit and, above all, don't 
be afraid to join in. 


The committee would like to meet and talk to everyone, but as they expect 
to be trying to work on about four things at once this is clearly not 
possible and one of the reasons for giving our greetings here. However; 
most fen are a friendly lot and among them is a group of people who have 
made introducing newcomers one of their ideals - members of the St. 
Fanthony group. Look for people wearing the S/F badge and speak to them, 
they don't bite. 


The same applies to the authors amongst us: they don't really have two 
heads and most are under seven feet tall; don't be afraid of them. After 


all can you do worse than the Committee member who introduced himself with 
‘wasn't your last book awful', the conversation may have lagged a bit but 
no lightning struck him down - be friendly and so will they. 


The annual Convention does of course offer a marvellous chance to meet 
like-minded people. This is the Convention's basic purpose. Some people 
make it a matter of principal to do only socialising and never attend any 
of the programme. 


Even so it is the programme which inevitably sets the tone of any 
Convention. For the first time there is a programme both on the Friday 
and Monday mornings. With this extra time available we have tried to 
formulate a balanced programme with serious discussions, films, fannish 
items and fun all having a part. Maybe you won't want to see everything on 
offer, but there should be no-one who cannot find something of interest. 


A full programme has been produced: this is deliberate. Nothing compels 
attendance, though we hope the items will attract it. Having a full 
programme gives a choice: long breaks give none. On the other hand 
people need a chance to stretch their legs, despite the more-than-usually 
comfortable chairs in the main hall. The thirty minute breaks most 
mornings and afternoons will allow for this and also, we hope, for the 
seemingly inevitable over-running of some programme items. 


For those who still intend spending the entire weekend making new friends, 
talking with old ones and drinking (and I can think of worse ways), may we 
recommend one item which does not appear on the programme - Bristol itself, 
described by one of our speakers as a beautiful city. 


Others have described Bristol variously as a city of Flowers, Churches, 
Adventure and Contrasts! Certainly none of these are untrue. The floral 
side of things was well in evidence when we visited last summer, and not 
only in its many parks. Churches number high among the famous and unusual 
buildings within easy reach of the hotel and one of the most handsome is 
St. Mary Redcliffe, apparently described by Queen Elizabeth 1 as 'The 
fairest and goodliest and most famous parish church in England!' Bristol 
Cathedral is even closer, as is John Wesley's chapel (the first of the 
Methodist religion in the world), while, at the end of Broad Street, where 
the hotel stands, is St. John"s on the Arch (literally). 


The adventure side of things centres around the old city docks whence 
sailed John and Sebastian Cabot as well as many of the early American 
settlers. Adventure is not restricted to fact however, for it was from 
Bristol that Long John Silver and the others put to sea. Alongside the 
still cobbled quay stands the Llandoger Trow, an ancient tavern, once the 
haunt of pirates and reputed to be "Тһе Spyglass' from that same ‘Treasure 
Island’. 


With pirates, churches and flowers, Bristol is certainly a city of 
contrasts yet these do not exhaust its possibilities. There are also art 
galleries, museums, other famous pieces of architecture, such as the Cabot 
tower and Brunel's Clifton suspension bridge (though the latter is a fair 
distance away), together with much from the Regency and Georgian periods. 
All this, together with the zoo and facilities for concerts, dancing, golf, 
boxing, wrestling, ice skating, bingo, discotheques, billiards, football, 
rugby, greyhound racing and bowling in addition to theatres, cinemas and 
numerous restaurants, provide a range of activities that could not be 
exhausted in a month, let alone a long weekend. 


Perhaps, as you are faced with this wealth of diversions, we should mention 
once more that it is an sf convention which you are attending. Despite 
everything, we hope to see you at least part of the time. 








The Convention art show will include original cover paintings and, if we can 
arrange them, some other suprises. The hucksters will be with us as usual 
and the bookroom will doubtless enjoy its normal popularity. The Convention 
will have its own bar, normally situated in the Gloucester room, but moving 
into the ballroom when the former is in use for something else. 


For those wondering why there is no map of local restaurants let me explain. 
Quite simply, there are so many that to try and make one was virtually 


impossible. No mattar which direction you choose there will be at least one 
quite close by. 


Finally we come back to the programme. Here we are going to flout fannish 
tradition. The timing of all programme items will be less approximate than 
usual. Unless acts of Ghod intervene we mean to start on time. Hearing 
shouts of derision we say again: the programme starts at 10.30 on the 
Friday morning, if you want to see the beginning, be there. 


Admitting that despite all our efforts things may well overrun, we are 
oping to have an information board which will not only tell you what is 
going on and where, but also just how much behind we are. For the rest, 
enjoy yourselves, and, should you feel inclined, we'll be delighted to 
accept a drink: doubtless we'll need one. ` 


Your committee. 


Т) 
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ABOUT 
SAMUEL R. DELANY 


By John Brunner 


Once upon a time, Ace Books got their royalty statements muddled. 


Nothing so unusual about that? True. But this was the occasion when I 
didn't complain, because as a direct result of the mixup I was able to do 
what I still think is among the smartest things I ever did in my life. 
The statement I received ought to have gone to Samuel Delany, and it had 
his address on it. 


So I wrote him a fan letter. 


A couple of months later a reply came back from c/o American Express, 
Athens. That's Chip all over - and I mean literally all over. If you hear 
a rumour that he's in, say, Turkey, you may be fairly sure he's in Canada, 
California, or just about to ring your doorbell. 


Since he was due to pass through London on his way home we said please come 
and see us, and one sunny afternoon I found him rounding the corner of our 
street: a slim dark guy with a springy walk carrying one small bag. He 
travels light. But the furniture in that man's head...... : 


You'd have to spend a lot more time with him than just a convention weekend 
in order to gain even a hint of the range not only of his interests but of 
his talents. Did you know for example, that he had never sold a short 
story before he produced the Nebula-winning Aye, And Gomorrah? Did you 
know he turned The Star Pit into a radio drama for New York's Station WBAI 
and not only took the major role in it but collaborated with a flautist 
friend in writing the musical score? (It was rated one of the most 
successful programmes they ever broadcast.) Did you know he - ? 


Stop! I don't want to spoil the fun you're going to have when you make his 
acquaintance face to face. 


Not only because of his outstanding fiction (I think my favourite is The 
Einstein Intersection but Babel 17 and Nova and The Fall of the Towers and 
Lines of Power and - hell, practicallyall of them have stuck in my mind, 
with barbs!); not only because of his critical insight, displayed both in 
print and in conversation, whether public or private; not only because of 
the hospitality he showed me on three of my trips to New York (I met the 
most incredible people thanks to him); not only because of the lyrical 
songs he composes and the way he sings and accompanies them... but above 
all because of what he is as a person, I love that guy! 


Friends, if you havent met him before, I almost envy you. You're in for a 
memorable experience. 


- jkhb 
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TAFF 


TAFF is not a fan from the Rhondda. 


The Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund exists for the purpose of enabling selected 
European fans to attend American conventions and vice versa. After a 
number of less organised efforts a number of fans at the 1953 'Coroncon' 
Set up TAFF, organised more or less as it is today, under the initial 
administration of Don Ford (America) and Walt Willis (Britain). 
Basically, it is intended that a TAFF representative be sent from each 
side of the Atlantic on alternate years. Prospective candidates must be 
nominated by a minimum number of fans and the necessary finances are 
raised partially by donations but mainly from a charge made to each 
voting fan. A European representative normally attends the appropriate 
World Convention in America while a winner from that side of the ocean 
attends either the British Easter Convention or a World Convention held 
outside America. 


TAFF representatives are expected to administer the fund in succession 
after returning from their trip. It is traditional that they publish an 
account of their experiences although of late this appears to have fallen 
by the wayside. 


MOFFATT IS TAFFMO SPELT BACKWARDS 


This was the weird Slogan that won last year's TAFF race and now the 
people responsible are coming to the Con. 


Len and June Moffatt are both long time fans, 1939 and 1948 respectively, 
and there is little, if anything in the field that they have not tackled 
at some time or other. They are active in the Los Angeles Science 
Fiction Society, two amateur Press associations, The Petard Society and 
the local Sherlock Holmes Society — among other things. Current 
publications are The JDM Bibliophile, De Jueves, 5 x 5 and Moonshine. 


Len was the Fan Guest of Honour at the 1972 Westercon and was auction 
co-ordinator for LACon, June is Vice Chairman of LASFS Inc's Board of 
Directors and together they fill the post of Vice Chairman for 
Bouchercon III. 


They have been active, both as workers and officers, in many clubs 
and conventions over the years. Best of all they are two of the 
nicest people in fandom - try and find someone who says otherwise. 
However, there is one fact which makes their attendance even more 
pleasing: of the votes cast from this country only one went to any 
of the other candidates; they are truly Britain's choice. 


Len and June — WELCOME TO THE CON. 
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Previous Conventions 


1937 
1938 
1941 
1944 
1948 
1949 
1951 


1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 


Leeds 

London 

London [Bombcon] 
Birmingham 

London, White Horse 
London, Lord Raglan 


London, Royal Hotel ['Festivention' - 


ist International Convention] 


London, Royal Hotel 
London, Bonnington Hotel 
Manchester,  [Supermancon] 
Kettering, George Hotel 
Kettering, George Hotel 


LONDON, WORLD CONVENTION 


Kettering, George Hotel 


[Coroncon] 


[Cytricon] 
[Cytricon II] 


[Loncon] 


[Cytricon III] 


Birmingham, Imperial Hotel 


London, Kingsley Hotel 
Gloucester, New County Ho 


Harrogate, Clarendon Hotel 


Peterborough, Bull Hotel 
Peterborough, Bull Hotel 
Birmingham, Midland Hotel 


LONDON, WORLD CONVENTION Mount Royal Hotel 


Yarmouth, Royal Hotel 
Bristol, Hawthorns Hotel 
Buxton, St Annes Hotel 
Oxford, Randolph Hotel 


tel [LXIcon] 


[Bullcon] 
[Repetercon] 


[Brumcon] 


[Yarcon] 
[Briscon] 


[Thirdmancon] 


[Ronvention] 


[Galactic Fair] 


London, Royal Hotel [Scicon '70] 


Worcester, Giffard Hotel 
Chester, Blossoms Hotel 
BRISTOL, Grand Hotel 


[Eastercon 22] 


[Chessmancon] 


[OMPAcon 


"737 


[LONCON IT] 
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KNOW YOUR COMMITTEE 


GERALD (GERBISH) BISHOP I entered fandom in 1967, but the first con 

I could get to was *Scicon* where I got 

lumbered with showing the films. The 

following year at Worcester I got lumbered 

with all the film stuph, which meant that 

I got 6 hrs sleep over 5 days, saw nothing 

of the con, and little of the bheer..... 

The Monday morning *sigh* I was having 

breakfast at 8am *Ghod* with Kench, when he 

asked me to do the films for his '73 bid. 

No, oh no, says me trying to hide behind 

the bags under my eyes, I'll leave that up 

to the con com. On the way home half conscious, 

John Coombe explained that it was an OMPA bid, 

So I realised that I was on the con com, and 

wrote Ken a letter saying yes, but only films 

and only If.... Well, two years later, here 

I am, showing the films, recording the 

proceedings, doing advertising, Press Relations 

and Ghod doesn't even know what else, apart from sitting here at the moment 

tripestitting thi$. My favourite saying is "I must give up organising Cons". 
Back in the days of my youth, before I was even a mere neofan, I compiled 

bibliographies of sf and this took up so much time that when I wanted to start up 

a zine, I joined OMPA so that I wouldn't have to bother with such things as a 

mailing list and subs etc for me miniac 'Ot On The Trails. I wish I'd never 

bothered. Still, the only way to feel bitter about it is to drink same. 

Do buy me one. 





KEN CHESLIN Returning from the RAF to merry Stourbridge 

I renewed my acquaintance with a couple of 
local lads who also read SF, and in 1959 we 
came across an advert for the first Brumcon. 
So, the darkingly shadowed corridors and 
potted palms of the Imperial were the scenes 
of our first encounters with fandom. Immediately 
we wanted to become fans — magazine publishing 
fans. We published the first Les Spinge, then 
the others dropped out, I became a third rate 
letterhack and published more Spinges - 

I wrote some stories for zines and became 
an avid Goon Bleary fan and Berry imitator. 
These were the Golden Days for me - I had 
correspondents all over the world, got an 
undeserved Cry letterhack card and made the 
acquaintance of my best fannish friend, Dick Schultz of Michigan. 

I joined OMPA about this time and published Sally Port. Dick Schultz and 
I also published in rotation a thing called Envoy. There was a certain amount of 
beard muttering about this as it mucked up peoples’ filing systems. 
In the 1964-5 period I was secretary, then chairman of the BSFA,as well as 
being AE of OMPA, pubbing Whatsit, and a member of the then Brum Group. А 
1965 was the year of the Worldcon in London, and the Brum Group put in a bid, 
with myself as chairman, for the Eastercon & won. One of the most memorable 
events of the con was the midnight corridor procession, a sort of conga led by 
Brian Burgess with Ted Tubb chanting "Go back to your wives". 





16 


J کن‎ EŃ ISEASTERJ OINNOV AC OH SH ISEASTERJ OINNOVACON3THISEASTERJ OINNOVAC 
ON3T*~ YEASTERJ OINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJ OINNOVACON3TH ISEASTERJ QINNOVACON3THISEA 
STE NNOVACONSTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHAGEASTERJ OINNOV ACON 





N3THISEAS TERJOINNOVACONSTH, 
TERJ OINNOVACONSTHISEASTERS OINNOVACON 3THISEASTERJOINNOVACONSTH ISEASTERJOINNO 
VAC W3THISEAS JOINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONŻTHI 
SE, LERJOINNO ONSTHISEASTERJ OINNOV ACONSTHISEASTERJ OINNOVACONSTH ISEASTERJO 
INNOVACONSTHISEASTERJOINNOVY^ONZTHISEAS'RERJOINNOVACONSTHIS 17777 01111101-7 
3THISEASTERJOINNOVACON3THIS: 4TERJOINNOVA HISEAS TERJ OINNQVACONSTHISEAST 
ERJOINNOVACONSTHISEAS TERJ 011114 7 NNOVACON3TH @MBASTERJOINNOV 
ACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONSTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONSTHISEASTERJ NOVACONSTHIS 
EAS TERJOLNNOVACON3THISEASTERJ OINNOVACON3THISEASTERJ OINNOVACONSRHISEASTERS OI 
NNOVASONZTHISEASTĘRJOINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJ OINNOVACON3 
THISEASTERJOINNOVACON3THISEASTERJOINNOVACONSTHISEASTE 
INNOVACONSTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHISERST OINNOVA 
TESTER OINNOVACON3THISEASTERJOINNO STHISE 
TERJOINNOVACONSTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHIS JOIN 
'VACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONZTHISEASTERJOINNOVACONST 
ag TERJ OINNOVACONSTHISEASTERS OINNOVACONATHISEASTER 














ISEAS ھ2107‎ 'ERJOINNOVACONSTHISEAS 
VACONSTHISEASTERJOINNO 
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ORGANISED BY THE BIRMINGHAM SCIENCE FICTION GROUP 
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For some years I gradually went fafia, but eventually got back into OMPA 
and now am AE again. 

At Worcester one breakfast, I remarked that OMPA should be able to run a 
Convention. From that beginning we made plans, got a hotel and decided to bid. 
It was not until the last minute that a committee was really organised. Somehow 
we managed to work out a venue and programme, which we hope will prove enjoyable 
to all attendees. 

I believe that I have done the least work of any of the con com members, 
and if I mention Fred Hemmings as the workhorse, it must not be at the expense 
of the Mearae, Gerbish, Terry, or indeed of the unsung heroes of the Registration 
Desk and suchlike worthies. 


FRED HEMMINGS Once upon a time there was a science fiction 
addict who knew nothing about fandom. By 
a fortunate coincidence this needy being 
happened across a trufan named Gerry Webb and 
was directed by him to a faanish tavern known 
as the Globe. Having survived a few evenings 
as a pariah-super-neo he settled into a 
comfortable apathy, quite content to watch 
the frantic action around him. However, this 
pleasant situation was not to last, by chance 
he became interested in a fringe fanzine. 
A month after Easter '71 he was suddenly 
faced with the news that this zine was about 
to fold. Our neo was horrified and in a burst 
of unprecedented energy wrote offering to 
take over the editorship. 

At the '71 Eastercon the neo had picked 
up a copy of the OMPA combozine and a few 
months later, as a fanzine editor, applied to join. At the time vague suggestions 
were being made about the organisation running a convention, but how could he, 
as a newcomer, comment. Chessmancon arrived and with it the discovery that the 
AE was entirely serious about the idea of OMPA running the next con. The decision 
was made with our fan offering to help in any way he could, providing that it 
didn't involve much writing. Come the banquet Ken made his proposal amidst a 
deathly hush, asked for support from other OMPAns and our fan hurrBdly rose to 
fill the gap and found himself involved. Тһе following morning, he volunteered 
to become treasurer. A month staggered by before he realised that, with a 
diffuse committee, treasurer equalled Secretary... and so the Fred Hemmings 
a8 youknow him emerged. 

lt was much longer before I found out just how much writing I was eventually 
Scheduled to do. 

So to an unreal present as I vrite this before sorting out the heap of 
material which will eventually be the Convention Book. What should I say and what 
should be left out? Perhaps it doesn't matter, and anyway there are still dozens 
of letters to write, The only thing that matters now is getting things ready 
for the con, but looking back I still wonder just what happened. 


TERRY JEEVES 





Born in October 1922, I took up SF with 
Wonder, and then Astounding.  Subbed to 

Wally Gilling's Scientifiction before the 

war, then 5} years RAF service as a Wireless 
Mechanic interrupted fanac for a while. Contacts 
were resumed after the war when I attended the 
first Loncon, and just about every other 
Britcon to date. In the forties I began 
writing articles for fanzines such as 
Operation Fantast, Camber etc. Somewhere 
along the line I moved over to the illustrating 
Side. This overflowed into the professional 


field with artwork in Nebula, Visions of 








THE FORTNIGHTLY BRITISH NEWSZINE 
Sf News Fm3 Reviews 
Fon News Boek, Reviews 
lo/uop from: Peter Reverte 
87 West lewn Lane- 
Brisel, Eë Sha. 
SAMPLE COPY FREE: 
" Keler than SKYRACK -- You сам quote ime d 
(Ron Кеии Г) 


i 
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Tomorrow and a host of non-SF publications which actually paid cash money for 
Soggy cartoons. On the writing side, I was lucky enough to win the SF prize 
in the first N3F writing competition. Publications include Triode in conjunction 
with Eric Bentcliffe, then Erg, now in its l4th year. Also Parts 1, 2, & 3 
of Checklist to Astounding. I was a founder member of the BSFA and have been 
both chairman and Vector editor. I ama Knight of St Fantony, and a member of 
First Fandom. I'm also President of OMPA. 

I'm happily (very) married to Valerie with three children and my other 
hobbies are making 8mm sound films, philately and tape recording. Oh, yes, 
I drink bitter if you offer me a pint. 


MIKE MEARA 





PAT MEARA 





We are the only known fans 
in Derby, which proves the 
truth of the old saying "it 
is a proud and lonely thing 
to be a fan". Not that 
we're really lonely, since 
thanks to the miracle of 
the motor car, various 
fannish frieands descend 
on us from time to time, 
and with friends like Fred 
Hemmings, who needs enemies? 
We were both avid SF 
readers from an early age; 
So that when our paths 
crossed on the first year 
chem course at Liverpool 
University, this was another thing we had in common, besides a dislike of studying, 
One thing led to another, and eventually, one rainy day in July 1970, we amalgam- 
ated our collections - or got married as the mundanes would say. 

We first came into contact with the strange world of fandom and cons 
through a mention of the '71 Eastercon in a Rog Peyton booklist. We decided to 
attend on the spur of the moment, despite a strained back and a broken down car, 
and enjoyed the whole thing immensely. Another spur-of-the-moment action was 
the purchase at the auction of a box of fanzines, which we'd dimly realised had 
Something to do with amateur publishing. From then on it took us a year to get 
our own zine off the ground and since then we've never looked back. 

The next step on from enjoying conventions is to organise them, but that 
doesn't explain how WE got involved in this caper; Tt just happened folks, honest! 


BRIAN ROBINSON "Iwas I who bought the last box of fanzines at 

š Worcester, and the reason I secretly hate Mike 
Meara is that he got his cheaper, thus depriving 
me of a coupla pints of bheer. I mention the 
bheer because its consumption is reputed to be 
my main enjoyment in life - so much that I spend 
a third of my life in its vicinity. Not, you 
understand that I'm an alchoholic - I make the 
delightful beverage as well as drink it. But the 
fanzines... I read them with interest and passed 
them onto that well known creep Skelton. We 
realised that a zine was something we wanted to 
do, so Hell was conceived and we joined OMPA. 
Strange that after a relatively short time in 
fandom I should find myself helping in a small way to run acon. The redoubtable 
Mr Hemmings has said he'll work me hard over the weekend; as long as there is 
a reasonable flow of bheer........ 
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THE Book Eer? 


ANDROMEDA BOOK GO. 


Spec cialists in Science Fiction and Fantasy 


131, GILLHURST ROAD, HARBORNE, BIRMINGHAM 817 8PG. 







NEWCASTLE IN 74! 





Northeast Fan Group, Gannetfandom, 


is intending to organise next year's 






Eastercon. By the time you read this 






we will have a hotel ready and will be 






planning a programme of science fiction 






and fannish items. We would like your 






support at the bidding on Saturday, 





lan Williams 






lan Maule 







Harry Bell апа the rest 





PS. Gannet room party this Sunday. 
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Tio Tod Carnal Society 





— am 
جم‎ E 
A TIN sends 
Е 7 ` 
. its Best Wishes 


to 
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WHO WILL IT BE IN '73? 





Pardon. 
You heard. 

Er, yes. Well, who was it in '72 
It was JILL ADAMS in '72. 

Oh! What about before then? 


Well....in '63 it was PETER MABEY, 
in '64 it was ARCHIE MERCER, 
in '65 it was TERRY JEEVES, 
in '66 it was KEN SLATER, 
in '67 it was DOREEN PARKER (Rogers), 
in '68 it was MARY REED (Legg), 
in '69 it was BERYL MERCER, 
in '70 it was MICHAEL ROSENBLUM, 
and in '71 it was PHIL ROGERS. 


Yes, but what did they all do? 
They'won the 'DOC' WEIR Award, that's what. 
How did they win? 


Nothing to it. Each was acclaimed by popular vote as being the person 
those voting most wished to see win the Award that particular year. 


What does the winner receive? 


A silver goblet on a stand, engraved with the winner's names, which he, 
or she, keeps for one year. Also a certificate suitable for framing. 


What, no money? 


You must be kidding. 
Of course. Who was 'DOC' WEIR anyway? 


A schoolteacher with a science degree who was a great fan, both of ‘hard' 
sf and of fantasy literature in general. He came into contact with other 
sf fans late in his life, and for his last few years threw his heart and 
soul into his new hobby. At his death, a fund was raised with the object 
of purchasing his library for the BSFA. When this turned out to be imposs- 
ible, the money was used to purchase the Award goblet instead. 


I see, the winner is chosen by vote, but 
who's allowed to vote? 


At present, all members of the BSFA can vote, either by post or at the Con 
and all members of the convention who attend can vote at that time. 
Incidentally, nobody can cast more than one vote. 


Thank you, but who should I vote for? 
That should be whom. 
Possibly, but it doesn't answer the question. 


It's not intended to. Vote for the person you would most like to see win 
the award. Somebody whose name you think worthy to join the list above. 


REMEMBER TO CAST YOUR VOTE. 
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Хенна recone == soca re eee qata 














Piers Anthony 


Var the Stick £1:95 


James Blish 


And All the Stars a Stage £1:90 
The Day After Judgement £1:75 
. Jack of Eagles *£2:10 
Best Science Fiction Stories 
(anew edition) 58٤6 
A Clash of Cymbals (a reissue) %Ғ1:75 


Edmund Crispin 


Best SF Stories 60p 


Harry Harrison 


A Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah! 0 
One Step from Earth £1:75 


Dick Morland 


Heart Clock *£2:35 


Christopher Priest 


Fugue fora Darkening Island £1:75 


Roger Zelazny 

Nine Princes in Amber £1:75 

Jack of Shadows 72 

The Doors of His Face, The Lamps 

of His Mouth, and Other Stories 686 


* Spring 73 publications: 
prices approximate 











= 














SCIENCE FICTION 


and 


FANTASY 


Spectalists 
жжж 


New British and American books 
Hardcover and Paperback 


жжж 


Out-of-print books for the collector 


жжж 

Back issues of magazines 
жжж 
SHOP 


and 
POSTAL BUSINESS 


FANTASY CENTRE 


43 Station Road, Harlesden, London NW10 4UP 


Visit our stand in the Convention book-room 
and compare the prices of US paperbacks 


60c book — 25p 
15c book — 30р 
95c book — 40p 
$1.25 book — 50p 
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PAST AND PRESENT 


Don Allen 

Don Anderson 
Heinz Arenz 
Tom Armistead 
Mike Ashley 
Mal Ashworth 
Les Bailes 
John Bangsund 
S, ۷۳٣ 

John Baxter 
Greg Banford 
Ron Bennet 
Eric Bentcliffe 
Dick Bergeron 
Chuck Berry 
Gerald Bishop 
Burkhard Blum 
Grey Boak 

Redd Boggs 
Lars Bourne 
Walter Breen 
R. Briggs 

Rich Brown 
John Brunner 
Daphne Buckmaster 
Kenneth Bulmer 
Pamela Bulmer 
Brian Burgess 
Bruce Burn 
Elinor Busby 
Peter Campbell 
Terry Carr 
Steve Carrigan 
Jim Caughran 
John Champion 
George Charters 
Ken Cheslin 

A. Chirmak 

Joy Clarke 
Ving Clarke 

C. Cochran 

Tom Collins 
Lisa Conesa 
„Jane Coombe 
John Coombe 
Chuck Crayne 
Sally Crayne 
Larry Crilly 


OMPANS 


Pete Daniels 
Mike Deckinger 
Calvin Demmon 
Ann Dietz 
Belle Dietz 
Frank Dietz 
Bill Donaho 
Tom Dupree 
Gordon Eklund 
Dick Ellington 
Paul Enever 
Dick Eney 

Bob Evans 
Vernon Faine 
Billy Joe Fekete 
Michel Feron 
Don Fitch 

Don Ford 

H. Forman 

John Foyster 
Colin Freeman 
Les Gerber 

Nan Gerding 
Jim Goddard 
Roberta Gray 
David Grigg 
Jake Grigg 
Jimmy Groves 
Dave Hale 
Sandra Hall 

B. Hall 
Stephen Hall 
Carey Handfield 
Oscar Hannifen 
Chas Hansen 
Jack Harness 
Chuck Harris 
Bill Harry 

Art Hayes 

Fred Hemmings 
Bruce Henstall 
Lynn Hickman 
Rosemary Hickey 
John Hitchcock 
Lee Hoffman 
Rich Horrocks 
Bob Hoskins 
Dave Hulan 


Fred Hunter 
Jan Jansen 
Terry Jeeves 
Ted Johnstone 
Langdon Jones 
Brian Jordan 
Arnie Katz 

Roy Kay 

Pat Kearney 
Sally Kidd 
Helmut Klemm 
J. Kusske 

Ivor Latto 
Mary (Mushling) Legg 
Bob Leman 

Fred Lerner 
Alan Lewis 

Bob Lewis 

Bob Lichtman 
Ethel Lindsay 
Nigel Lindsay 
Jhim Linwood 
George Locke 
Sam Long 

Pat Lyons 

J. McCallum 

D. McFarlan 
John Stuart Mackenzie 
Bob Madle 

Andy Main 
Jurgen Mann 
Jim Marshall 
Ivor Mayne 
Mike Meara 

Pat Meara 
Archie Mercer 
Beryl Mercer 
Norm Metcalf 
Ellis Mills 
Larry Montgomery 
Mike Moorcock 
John Muir 

Phil Muldowney 
Dave Newman 
Darroll Pardoe 
Ro Pardoe 

Ella Parker 
Ron Parker 

Joe Patrizio 
Fred Patten 
Ted Pauls 

Bob Pavlat 
Bruce Pelz 
Diane Pelz 

Ian Peters 
Billy Pettit 
Dave Piper 
Derek Pickles 
Harold Palmer Piser 
Ken Potter 


Dorothy Ratigan 
George Nims Raybin 
Charles Lee Riddle 
David Rike 

Alan Rispin 

Peter Roberts 
Brian Robinson 
Alva Rogers 

John Roles 

W. Rombouts 

H. P. (Sandy) Sanderson 
Joy Sanderson 

Ray Schaffer 

Tom Schluck 

Dick Schultz 

Mark Schulzinger 
Gerd Schwenn 

Mike Share 


1. Shaw 


Larry T. Shaw 
Lee Shaw 

Nick Shears 
Norman Shorrock 
Paul Skelton 
Ken Slater ^ 
Fred Smith 
George Spencer 
Phil Spencer 
Anna Steul 
Steve Stiles 
Will Straw 

Don Studebaker 
Pete Taylor 
Arthur Thomson 
Tony Thorne 

Bjo Trimble 
John Trimble 

E. C. (Ted) Tubb 
Harry Turner 
Dave van Arnam 
Dave Vendlemans 
Lynette Vendlemans 
Toni Vondruska 
Keith Walker 
Mike Wallace 
Norman Wansborough 
Mike Ward 

Wally Weber 
Charles Wells 
Peter Weston 
Tom White 

Ted White 

Walt Willis 

Art Wilson 
Geoff Wingrove 
Charlie Winstone 
Dave Womak 

Andy Young 

Jean Young 
British Museum 
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Progranme 1 29 


THURSDAY 


8.30pm Registration desk opens =  10.30pm Registration desk closes 


FRIDAY 
10.15am Registration desk opens 
10.30am FILMS 


Runnings, Jumping and 
Standing Still Film 


Beyond the Time Barrier 







12 noon LUNCH (Hotel lunch 12.15) 


1.30pm COMEDY HOUR - FILMS 


Dig that Dog, Uncle Tom and 
Little Eva, The Metal-Eating 
Bird, Crazy Mixed Up Pup, 

and It's A Gift 


2.30pm THE INFLUENCE OF OTHER STARS 


John Brunner, Samuel R. Delany and Anne McCaffrey discuss non-sf 
in an sf context 


3.30pm FANDOM AT RANDOM 
Representatives of fandom's many facets talk about how it has 
changed their lives, and has itself changed since they discovered 
it. In the chair, Dave Kyle 

4.30pm TEA BREAK 

5.00pm SIGNPOSTS FOR THE FUTURE 


Kenneth Bulmer chairs a panel of authors who hope to be among 
the professionals of tomorrow. 


6.00pm DINNER (Hotel dinner 6.45) 


8.00pm LOOK WHO'S HERE 






7 
25; 
270292027163 
9102505050597 
10605019193 
ха 






Following the opening speech, 
E. C. 'Ted' Tubb introduces the celebrities 


30 


10. 30pm 
NB 


Programme 2 


9.00pm 







Registration desk closes 
Art Show open 4.20pm to 7.50pm 
Bookroom open 11.00am to 7.50pm 


SATURDAY 


10.00am 


10.00am 


2.00pm 


4.15pm 


4.45pm 


5.45pm 


Registration desk opens 


IF I HAD TO DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN 


A business meeting and discussion 
on convention organising by an 
international panel, in the chair 
Fred Hemmings, representing 
OMPAcon. 


Future con bids will be made 
during this session, come and vote! 


11.00am 


$> 





11.30am 






12.30pm 


IT CONQUERED THE WORLD, or did it? 


Watch a film and help Dr Jack 
Cohen build a REAL alien. 


TEA BREAK 
CHRONO- LOGIC 


A discussion on the 
consequences of time travel. 
Philip Strick chairs a 

panel of authors. 


DINNER (Hotel dinner 6.30) 


` 


SF FOR SALE 


With TAFF winner Len Moffattat the 
helm, an auction of books and prozines 


10.00pm BRUM GROUP PUNCH-UP 


The group's monthly 
na meeting moves to 
Bristol and, for this 
occasion, becomes a 
party for all. It 
takes place in the 
Gloucester Room 





[our artist seems a little biased] 
COFFEE BREAK 
THE BRIAN ALDISS MYSTERY BOX 


You know as much about this as 
the committee, but we can 
guarentee you won't be bored, 
so this will be an item not 

to be missed. 


LUNCH (Hotel lunch 12.45) 





7.45pm 


8.45pm 


10. 15pm 


10. 15pm 


NB 
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THE DELANY INTERSECTION 


A talk by our Guest of Honour, 
Samuel R. Delany. 


BEAUTY OR THE BEAST? 


ANYTHING may win in the Fancy 
Dress. Not brought a costume? 
Improvise..! MC Phil Rogers 
will run the show, and a 
panel of judges will select 
the winners. 


THE OMPA PARTY 


Drink to Ken Bulmer, founder 
of OMPA, who made this con 

possible. Admission, a measure 
of spirits for the punch bowl. 





Registration desk closes 


Art Show and Bookroom open 11.00am to 1.45pm and 4.30pm to 7.45pm 





SUNDAY | 2 | 9.30am BSFA AGM 


11.15am 


11.45am 


1.15pm 


2.45pm 


3.45pm 


4,45pm 






A DIFFICULT DECISION 


Peter Weston discusses 
his faanish dilemma 
with others who have 
either solved the 
problem or still face 
it. 

Registration desk opens 11.15am COFFEE BREAK 


DELTA FILM COMPETITION 


Enjoy and vote on the ? 

amateur films. A trophy کی‎ ` XX 

to the winner. Bs NS 2 MC 
LUNCH (Hotel lunch 1.30) i ax 

THAT LOVABLE ALIEN 


Our own James White. 





H. G. WELLS' MOUSTACHE Eé EM 
Enjoy a mercurial quiz SO dh NS CN? 

LO AF V en 
game, with regional teams کو‎ Lai 
plumbing the depths of despair as they try to deduce 
objects from the realms of sf, fantasy and fandom. Fred Hemmings 
will be in the chairman's hot seat. 


GOING FOR A SONG 


Fanzines for sale — Gray Boak auctioneer. 


32 Programme 4 


5.45pm TEA BREAK 
6.00pm Registration desk closes 


6.15pm PART TIME POVERTY 


Don Wollheim chairs a panel discussing the problems that arise for 
anyone writing in their spare time, and what can be done to 
overcome them. 


7.15pm CONVOLUTIONS OF THE BRAIN 


Dr W. Grey Walter considers 
the nature and capabilities 
of the mind. 


8.15pm [for 8.45] 
THE 'GRAND' BANQUET 


To be followed by verbal 
contributions from our Guest 
of Honour and the TAFF vinners, 
the Moffatts.  Ever-bready 
Dave Kyle, our live-wire 
Toastmaster, will introduce 

a battery of prizewinners. 

A quote-card competition 

will run during the Banquet. 





11.15pm MIDNIGHT FILM SHOW 
Including Dr Strangelove and Timeslip. 


NB Art Show open 5.30pm to 7.30pm. 
Bookroom open 9.30am to 11.45am, 1.00pm to 2.15pm and 5.30pm to 7.45pm. 


MONDAY 


PACK UP YOUR BAGS: Rooms must be clear by noon, so if this is your 
last day, bring your luggage to the hall before the programme starts. 


10.15am FILM 
Voyage to the End of the Universe. 













11.45am AUTHOR-ITATIVE ALTERNATIVES 


John Brunner eavesdrops on John W. I 
Campbell Jr., Harru Harrison and W 
Gordon R. Dickson at a working 

luncheon, before detailing his 

own approach to plotting an 

sf story. 


NB Both Art Show and Bookroom will 
be open between 10.15am and 
11.30am, when both must 
finally close. 





M 


The convention's official 
programme will finish at 
approximately 1.30pm. 





OMPAcon '73 


NE] 


PARK THEY WERE AND GOLDEN EYED [8 
4 BOOKSHOP DEALING EXCLUSIVELY IN 
SCIENCE FICTION AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 


WE CAN CONFIDENTLY SAY THAT WE 
HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF SE 
IN THE BRITISH ISLES , IF NOT THE 
WHOLE WORLD... ANY SF BOOK ІМ 
PRINT CAN BE FOUNO ON OUR SHELVES. 


WE ALSO STOCK FANTASY, HORROR, SWORD 
AND SORCERY, COMICS , POSTERS AND 


ғ 3 


FANZINES.. AND WE ALSO HAVE AN 
UNBEATABLE IMPORT SERINE: 


WRITE NOW FOR OUR FREE LIST OF 
CATEST SF BOOKS AVAILABLE, ENCLOS- 
ING AN S.A.E. OR „BETTER STILL, 
CALL IN PERSONALLY AND BROWSE. 


DARK THEY WERE AND GOLDEN EYED IS 
OPERI TUESDAY THRU’ FRIDAY БРОМ ` 
70-30 AM TO 7.00 PM AND SATURDAYS 
FROM 10.00 АМ TO 6PM. 


é 


10 BERWICK STREET, LONDON WIV 3RG > TEL: 01-734 4260 
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BRITISH FANTASY 20007 
SOCIETY 10771771177 


THE BFS WAS FORMED IN 1970 TO CATER FOR THE FANS OF HORROR, 
FANTASY, HEROICS ETC, IN LITERATURE AND FILMS. THE ANNUAL 8 
PTION WILL ENTITLE YOU TO RECEIVE A REGULAR MONTHLY BUL 
; THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE, DARK HORIZONS, USE OF THE BOOK 
LIBRARY and FANZINE LIBRARY AND ENTER THE AMATEUR WRITERS 
CIRCLE, WHIRLPOOL ETC. THE BES ALSO RUNS THE AUGUST 
RLETH FANTASY AWARD, GIVEN ANNUALLY BY VOTE, AT THE EASTER 
VENTION, TO THE BEST LITERATURE PUBLISHED THE PREVIOUS YI 


FURTHER DETAILS, SEE THE BFS DISPLAY TN THE CON 7 ٥0 
ERE YOU CAN ALSO JOIN. (OR BY POST, SEND £1.00 POSTAL ORDI 
OR CHEQUE, MADE PAYABLE "THE BESE "TEE SECRETARY, SANDRA 
SUTTON, 194 STATION ROAD, KINGS HEATH, BIRMINGHAM, BlA 7TE. 
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B OOKEND 5 Telephone: 01-229 3361 


23a Chepstow Mansions, Chepstow Place, London, 2 4XA, 701618. 
Retail and Mail-Order, Shop opening hours: 10-00 to 6-30 (Mon, 
ta Tri.) 10-00 to T-00:(5g5b) ра "Mime to Fottins Hill Gate or 
Bayswater, Bus to Westbourne Grove. 





Among our 
special 
lines are:- 
SC TANG Е 
FICTION 
British 
Paperbacks 
& Hardbacks, d 
U.S, Imrortes 
Magazines j 
ete 


HORROR & 
FANTASY 
Paperbacks 
& Imports 


21 ۰ 
Books & 
comics 


COMICS 
Tew & Old 
Underground 


FANT 8 


OCCULT 
Astrology 
Tarot 
Magic 
U,F.0.8 
Htc. 


ORTENTAL 
Tibet 
Buddhism 
Hinduism 
Zen 

Taoism, ete. 


We also sell 
General ? ~ ZK | سے‎ | 
books & 4 — j RH spd 
magazines, = ` 2 
Write for 
new SPRIL^ 
CATATLOCUS 
or come and 
visit us. 
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CONVENTION 


as at March 31, 1973 


Guests of Honour 


TAFF Winners 


Gerald Bishop 
Jean Cheslin 
Ken Cheslin 
Jane Coombe 
John Coombe 
Jim Goddard 


Honourary OMPAn 


1 R, Gray 41 
2 Rosa Jansen (B) 42 
3 Gary Kluepfel (G) 43 
4 Uschi Kluepfel (G) 44 
5 Brian Burgess 45 
6 Howard A.Rosenblum 46 
7 Mario B. Bosnyak (G) 47 
8 Jhim Linwood 48 
9 John D. Roles 49 
10 Jacques Guiod (F) 50 
11 Andrew M. Stephenson 51 
12 Cas Skelton 52 
13 David Grubb 53 
14 Peter L. Dowson 54 
15 Hans Loose (N) 55 
16 Phil Rogers 56 
17 Doreen Rogers 57 
18 David A. Kyle (A) 58 
19 Ruth Kyle (A) 59 
20 Norman Shorrock 60 
21 Ina Shorrock 61 
22 F. John Steward 62 
23 Pete Wilde 63 
24 Hazel Reynolds 64 
25 Pauline E. Dungate 65 
26 Horst Evermann (G) 66 
27 Holger Muller (G) 67 
28 P. N. Weedall 68 
29 Jeffrey D. Hacker 69 
30 John Brosnan (Aus) 70 
31 Vernon C. Brown 71 
32 Mark Adlard š 72 
33 Arthur Cruttenden 73 
34 Peter Darling (Aus) 74 
35 Hartley Patterson 75 
36 Brian J.Hampton 76 
37 Lars Olaf Strandberg (S) 77 
38 Richard Newnham 78 
39 Peter Mabey 79 


40 Ted Tubb 80 


MEMBERS 


Len and June Moffatt 


OMPAns 


Fred Hemmings 
Jan Jansen (B) 
Terry Jeeves 
Sam Long (A) 
Mike Meara 
Pat Meara 


H. Ken Bulmer 


Stan Eling 
Helen Eling 
John Newman 
Michel Feron (B) 


Al deBettencourt (A) 


T. P. Hogan 
Vic Hallett 
Tony Edwards 
Marjorie Edwards 
Rog Peyton 
Arline Peyton 
Dave Rowe 
James Blish (A) 
Judy Blish (A) 
Graham R. Poole 
Bill Burns 
Eric Bentcliffe 
John Piggott 
Jim Marshall 
Peter Weston 
James White 
Peggy White 
Tony Moran 
Keith Freeman 
Wendy Freeman 
Sam J. Lundwall 
Ted Ball 

Ethel Lindsay 
Nigel Haslock 
Bob Shaw 

Tony Rogers 
Christine Priest 
Graham Andrews 
Eddie Jones 
Marsha Jones 
Pete Presford 
Roy Mortimor 
Chris Bursey 
Rod Milner 
Dave Gibson 


(5) 


Samuel К. and Marilyn Delany 


Darroll Pardoe 
Ro Pardoe 
Brian Robinson 
Paul Skelton 
Phil Spencer 
Keith Walker 


John Eggeling 
Steve Moore 

Stan Nicholls 
George Hay 

Brian W. Aldiss 
Gerry Webb 

Anne Keylock 
Joanne Burger (A) 
Jill Adams 

Rob Holdstock 


Gerd Hallenberger (G) 


Thomas Schluck (G) 
Eva Reisch (G) 
Bram Stokes 

Diane Stokes 

Bob Rickard 

Harry Harrison (A) 
David Sutton 
Sandra Sutton 
David Riley 

Tony Walsh 

Simone Walsh 
Peter Roberts 

Meg Palmer 
Alexander Brown 
Helen Brown 
Kenneth W. Mardle 
Peter Barrow 
Diane Barrow 
Ella Parker 
Roland Pierot (F) 
Kevin W. Hall 
Roger Waddington 
Archie Mercer 
John G. Cole 
Peter Colley 

Ake Jonsson (S) 


J. Michael Rosenblum 


Betty Rosenblum 
Tony Sudbery 


121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 


Rodie Sudbery 
Ingrid Olofsdotter (S) 
Bryn Fortey 
Richard E Colton 
Roger Earnshaw 

E. R. James 
Lisbeth Chandler 
Christopher Chandler 
Moira Read 

Roy Sharpe 

Joan Sharpe 

David A. Symes 
Angela North 
David Berry 
Margaret Hodgson 
Graham Mills 
Diana Mills 
Bernie Peek 

Tony Craven 

I.G. Bengry 

Pam Christian 
Charles D. Winstone 
Pamela Boal 
John-Henri Holmberg (S) 
Phil Rowing 

Ian Maule 

Ray Bradbury 
Leroy Kettle 

Greg Pickersgill 
Malcolm J. Davies 
John Brunner 
George H. Wells (A) 
Ed Connor (A) 
Daphne Sewell 

Val Jeeves 

Gillon Field 

Dave Chopping 
Julia Stone 

C. Southern 

David Garnett 
June Dowson 
Marjorie Brunner 
Simon Joukes (B) 
Robert A. Hepworth 
Barry T. Hatton 
Linda Hatton 
Malcolm Edwards 
Christine Edwards 
Jack Cohen 

Judy Cohen 

Andrew Porter (A) 
James Campbell 
Sydney J. Bounds 
Michael Taylor 
Phil Cooper 
Andrew Prior 
Penny Adams 

Jose Bernard (B) 
'Count' Coune (B) 
Sheila Adlard 
Gray Boak 


Frank Arnold 
Graham Howard 
Graham Bullock 
Vera Johnson 
Henry Pijohn 

Roy Shorrock 
Linda Shorrock 
Alan B. Stewart 
Pat Andrews 

A. Bronkhorst (N) 
F. Bronkhorst (N) 
Daniel De Raeve (B) 
Eileen Costelloe 
Kevin Costelloe 
Joan Newman 

Mrs B. Milner 

Ian Williams 

Don Malcolm 

Rita Malcolm 

John A. Spinks 
Don A. Wollheim (A) 
Rosemary Jones 
Mary J. Burns (A) 
М.Н, Penard (М) 
Michael J. Kanis (N) 
John Farrimond 
Ramsay Campbell 
Jenny Campbell 

8. Duncan Steel 
Valerie M. Steel 
Thom Penman 

Chuck Partington 
Gordon Black 
Gordon Johnson 
Mike Horrell 
David Shack 

Dave Simmons 
Peter D. Nicholls 
Tan Roll 

Robert Jackson 
Laurence James 
Mick Rowley 

Trish Parker 
Mervyn Barrett (Aus) 
Stephen J. Hall 
Christine Hay 
Jean Muggoch 
Arthur Kyle (A) 
Kerry Kyle (A) 
Ken Slater 

Joyce Slater 
Chris Morgan 

Joen Grant 

Bette Woodhead 
Diane Ellingsworth 
Elsie Wollheim (A) 
Anthony J. Wilson 
Sherry Mansbridge 
Pamela Nicholls 
Craig Johnson (A) 
Harry Nadler 


243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 
253 
254 
25 
26 
257 
258 
259 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 
276 
277 
278 
279 
280 
281 
282 
283 
284 
285 
286 
287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
296 
297 
298 
299 
300 
301 
302 
303 
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Marie Nadler 

B. Cairns 

K.W. Cowley 

J.H. Finder (Can) 
Brian Anmeringen 
Leo Kindt (N) 
Annamarie Kindt (N) 
Eric W Briggs 

Jim Soutar 

Jack Marsh 

Peter Matthews 
Pat Codd 

Jan Geldart 

Don Geldart 
George Locke 
Martin Bridgestock 
Russell Belshaw 
А.В. Poock 

John N. Hall 
Deirdre Smyth 
Malcolm Smale 
Chris Beaumont 
Will Haven 

Sheila Cummins 
Danny Plachta (A) 
Banks Mebane (A) 
Sue Beaumont 
Elaine Wash 

Sven Swahn (5) 

J.E. Rupik 

Mrs Rupik 

P.J. Cook 

Helen Cook 

John Jarrold 

Les Flood 

Peter Fryer 

Mike Fox 

John Lowe 

Mrs 5. Bullock 
Anne McCaffrey (A) 
Todd Johnson (A) 
Gigi Johnson (A) 
Derek Waters 
Raymond Waters 
Alistair Waters 
Lisa Conesa 

Nick Shears (SAfrica) 
Lene Prenilovich 
Tony Ryan 

Jim Pitts 

Norma Pitts 

Dave Copping 
Richard Cordon 
Nils Andersson (GB/S) 
Howard Gibson 
Clive Matthews 
Sidgwick & Jackson 
New English Library 
Beverley Cole 
Harry Turner 
Donald Rogers 
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No specia! claims 
No boasting 
The customer is not always 


А 


We тау - or may not - 
be able їо help you 


You are entitled to 


We go away if you ignore us 
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ERLU EE 


At Torcon 2 this September, Australian fans will bid for 
the 1975 Worldcon. Under the Rules, mail ballots will be 
sent out in June with the next Progress Report: to get 
this you have to be a member of Torcon, Peter Weston is 
the British agent for Torcon, and will be happy to sell 
you a membership if you have not yet joined, Please 
vote for the Australian bid: under the same Rules we may 
well have to bid in competition with one or more American 
sites, and voters have to put up £1.25 for membership of 
the 1975 Worldcon, whoever wins, Our membership rates may 
rise nearer the time, and we will distribute Progress 
Reports to members, as well as the Programme Book, and 
there will also be a Report afterwards; so membership is 
a bargain at the present price, If we lose, you have a 
membership of whoever is able to convince a majority of 
both mail and attending voters that they can put on a 
better Con than we can ~ and that has to be good; 


Good Zoo 
/7% филе 





40 


The British Science Fiction Association Ltd 


This year's Eastercon marks the 15th anniversary of the BSFA. 

The BSFA has had a great effect on both fandom and the Easter 
convention so it is perhaps appropriate, on this occasion, to look 
back over those 15 years. In 1958 the convention site was the George 
Hotel in Kettering and Fandom was in something of a decline. 1954 had 
seen over 250 people joining "Supermancon"; four years later it was 

a struggle to raise half that number and this was the third convention 
running to be held at the same site. 

For some reason the situation was ideal but others saw an already 
Specialist event becoming more and more an in-group activity until it 
crushed itself to death. Even some of the people who advocated change 
looked back on the "Cytricons" as being among the best ever held; but 
they had no future. Leading lights among those who felt something must 
be done was author E. C. (Ted) Tubb and it was mainly through his efforts 
that the Association was launched at the 1958 convention. 

The BSFA was formed with two aims: Attracting new people to the 
all too limited group which attended the conventions and creating a 
better image for the entire sf field. Although for two years it had 
no official head, the Association started to publish Vector, which is 
still its official organ, and rapidly gained a large membership. 

At the same time it also achieved the breakthrough of serious publisher 
acceptance, and started the postal lending library which, with 
modifications, still continues. i 

Today, the Association's success can be gauged by the agonising 
reappraisal it finds itself undergoing. Some people argue that its job 
is done, This is of course nonsence; Britain has over a million sf 
readers, most of them, despite publicity, completely unaware of the 
fact that this convention is taking place, An important scratch in the 
surface of ingorance has been made but the BSFA still has much important 
work to do. Now is the time to expand its activities and membership. 
The BSFA will be holding its AGM at the convention; if you are interested 
have a word with Keith Freeman. 


The British Fantasy Society 


The BFS performs, for fantasy and horror readers, some of the 
functions served by the BSFA (though the former does not disdain the 
latter field). However, in many ways, it is a far more specialised 
organisation. If you would like to know more, two of its leading 
lights will be at the convention: Ramsey Campbell and Dave Sutton. 


The Knights of St. Fanthony 


Don't call them Sir; they won't thank you, for these are the Knights 
of fandom, a group whose aim is to do their own bit for the good of 
everyone here. Formed at the 1956 Convention the Knight's intentions are: 


To bring ceremony and colour to conventions. 
To honour those who have worked hard for the good of fandom. 


To honour the names of those those Knights now dead (including both 
their founders), by being a party-giving, happy and fun<loving group 
of people. 


To help those who need it. 
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W WIN ONE YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION 
To ANALOG MAGAZINE 


FILL IN THE BUBBLES WITH A WITTY 
OR/AND AMUSING CONVERSATION Амр 
HAND IT TO KEITH FREEMAN, TILL 


ADAMS ep Rog PEYTON BEFORE 
SUNDAY LUNCH-TIME. 






СЫ» 3‏ 1 سے 
GL?‏ 

نک 

AS 





: British Science Fiction Association Ltd. 
fo 12% Баерово Reap, TiILEHUEST, Reaping 043 бер 


What's new in 


۲۵۷۵٣ 


APEMAN, SPACEMAN 45p edited by Leon Stover and Harry Harrison 
CAT'S CRADLE 30p Kurt Vonnegut 
BLACK EASTER OR FAUST ALEPH-NULL 25p James Blish 
LAST AND FIRST MEN and LAST MEN INLONDON 60p 
STAR MAKER 40p SIRIUS 30p Olaf Stapledon 


|| 
Í 


|| 


Also forthcoming: 


THE PENGUIN SCIENCE FICTION OMNIBUS 60p 
edited by Brian Aldiss 
MAKE ROOM! MAKE ROOM! 35p 
A PLAGUE FROM SPACE 30p Harry Harrison 
THE PEOPLE : NO DIFFERENT FLESH 35p 
Zenna Henderson 


|| 
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| 
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H. Ken Bulmer 


or, 
off 
/ 


° 
HOW OMPA ACHIEVED LIF Ж. е 


AND STYLUS 
THROUGH 
DARKEST FANAC 


The Off-Trail Magazine Publishers' Association was formed in June 1954, as 
a byline on the headed notepaper proudly informs all and fandry, and damned 
unkind it is too, to remind us. I insisted that the heading be carried at the 
time, for reasons explained elsewhere, and it worked; but to perpetuate the 
banner so cruelly twenty years on is downrightly the action of a bunch of ingrates 。 
For a youthful 35 yr-old it tends to complicated chronological computations. 

And yet ~ and yet, leave it there, OMPA OE. Tt is, after all, something 
genuine to be proud of. 

The very notion of OMPA actually running a convention is to me highly 
entertaining, instructive and startling - not to say impossible. For those of 
you at the Bristol convention who do not know what fanac is, the gulf dividing 
a fnz fan and a confag, the horrors of gafiation, what sercon fen are really like, 
the difference between a fan and a faan, a whole new world lies ready for 
exploration. (Had I been true to myself I should have said a whole New Writings 
lies open etc.) I leave altogethe- alone the first word on page 30 (I think it 
was page 30), or why Widdowers were so Wonderful, or why Yngvi is a louse, why 
fen send postcards but do not Spell postcard that way, why the pure colourless 
variety of steam (regd trade mark) as supplied by the BAVC is so superior to your 
cheap coloured steam and all the other happy memories that destroyed so much 
of my working life. 

They used to say: "Once a boy scout always a boy scout" and if that means one 
will always chase girl guides then it applies to fnz fen also. [The stefnate 
will always chase femme fans, I didn't mean that] Once a fnz faan always a fnz 
faan, and I faunch, like Augustus Bickerstaff, for the sight and smell of fmz. 
Actifen never die; they simply vanish beneath waves of mimeo ink, their arms 
rotted off through opening fmz with their thumbnails. 

Inthose days, a sercon - or sericon - fan was an object of pity and 
ridicule, mistakenly, as we now see in view of the splendid amateur science 
fiction speculative magazines that splinter the floorboards beneath our letter 
boxes. In those days there was a marked coolness between those who were fmz 
pubbers and those who were only once-a-year con attendees. Those with wider 
interests, those in the middle, I am happy to report, have taken the prizes. 

So it is that, almost twenty years ago for OMPA to have run a con would have been 
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SCIENCE FICTION 
MASTERS 
IN PAPERBACK! 


out-of-this-world titles from New English Library 





DOUNE Brian Aldiss 


IMIDE A JE 


Y Vi A MH NOR EA A 


i 


AN VOCS | [T 
At bo J Tre Малис Мил 





BRIAN ALDIS, ISAAC ASIMOV, RAY BRADBURY, 
EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS, ARTHUR C.CIARKE, 
ROBERT HEINLEIN, FRANK HERBERT, 
CHRISTOPHER PRIEST, ۸۷۱۱۷۵٥۵6۲ 


NEW ENGLISH LIBRARY LIMITED, BARNARD'S INN, HOLBORN, LONDON, ЕСІМ 28. 
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unthinkable. Today we have progress. I rather like it. When Fred asked for a 
piece about the foundation of OMPA (now — Foundation - there is a word to conjure 
with) I was happy to oblige as ye olde founder as a few remarks had already been 
made in response to a Ken Cheslin letter after the OMPA combozine of Worcester '71 
fame. 

What OMPA is and what OMPA does I feel sure Will be found elsewhere in this 
Programme; this is how OMPA began. 

І can remember the scene so well. Vinc Clarke and I had been talking for 
some time about beginning an sf amateur Press association on the lines of FAPA 
of which we had both been members from time to time. Vin¢ wanted to write around 
to the varioys faneds turning out the zines of the time and ask them if they would 
be interested. This would have been the nice democratic way of doing it and might 
have produced a few languid flickers of interest in a year's time. We were standing 
in the front room of my new house. Well, new to me. Tresco. Ah! TRESCO!! The sun 
Shone in through the windows. Magazines were piled here and there. Pamela was 
about her business in the house. 

We were standing by the empty fireplace. The sun was very bright. I remember 
I struck the marble mantlepiece in what was a dubiously theatrical gesture. I 
turned to Vinf and said: "I'm forming this apa here and now. It now exists. We'll 
write to fen and tell them it's formed and invite them to join a running organ- 
isation." I then added ominously: "We can mention, casually, something about a 
waiting list." 

Tt would be invidious to go into too many of the reasons for this formation; 
but there were a number of genzines that really needed the cover of an umbrella, 
there were fans putting out remarkably good work with little return to show for 
it who we felt were likely to gafiate, many folk wanted a relatively restricted 
but enthusiastic and informed audience, many wanted to cut down on fanac, and, 
reprehensibly or not, we wanted to improve standards. I wanted a nice mouth- 
filling name, something distinctive and nothing like FAPA. So we chose OMPA and 
then found the most suitable names to fit, more or less. I had thought this 
might shock latter-day ompans; but not a bit of it. I don't believe anyone has 
ever queried the name although a few early members thought of writing punning 
remarks. But the Off-Trail bit was: genuine, and we were, after all, a magazine 
publishers outfit. That is, there is à sutble distinction between that and a 
press association. Vin¢ worked like a-Tro jan once he grasped the fact that 
OMPA EXISTED, and did by far the largest amount of work involved in the creation 
or the organisation. He agreed to be OE and I was President, so we needed a 
treasurer. We could have done this ourselves, or got Pamela to do it (she was 
the association's next President) but we figured it would look more democratic 
to get a new face in. We decided Chuck Harris would be a good choice and asked 
him. He agreed. 

Some folk thought we were indulging in a Machiavellian scheme in connection 
with what were sometimes called fan-feuds; but we managed to convince everyone 
that our motives were simon pure. A similar measure of disbelief and disapprob- 
iation wafted around fandom at the time of the formation of the BSFA some four 
years later. But we received an enthusiastic response from the faneds of the day. 
Some of those early magazines I recall as being of an exceptionally high standard, 
with the inevitable crud-offerings from time to time. Standards in general have 
gone up since ompa began, and in the genzine field litho, large page counts and 
Print runs, lavish illos, are all commonplace. In those days paper was dear and 
hard to come by, duping a problem - flat-beds and hektos, postcard hand-printers, 
spuds - the lot have been used in ompa, including the eatable Christmas Card. 

One detail that I believe no longer is applicable is the credentials. We 
asked that prospective members be already active in fnz fandom, either producing 
their own zine, or being an active contributor, and we rapidly acquired a long 


€ | 


PAPERBACKS 
presents the very best 
in Science-Fiction 
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waiting list. There was no discovering sf Monday, finding out about fandom 
Tuesday and joining OMPA Wednesday. (With the corollary: gafiation Thursday.) 

Nowadays the emphases are different. At Worcester on seeing the ompa 
combozine І had exclaimed: "Is that still going?" - for I had heard ompa was 
foundering. Ken Cheslin rapidly convinced me the organisation was prospering. 
The interesting thing, tho', is that I'd spoken in a corridor containing the 
founders of both OMPA and FAPA - Don Wollheim and me - still actively involved 
in fandom if no longer fnz fen of high fanac. Nowadays, it seems to me, OMPA 
is much more imbued with the spirit of a gang or aclub, a unit with an identity 
of spirit of its own - typified in this present welcome organisation of a 
convention. 

Fanzine publishers come in all shapes, sizes, ages and sexes; but they have 
one thing in common. They have something to say that they at least feel should 
be said and they publish and don't give a dam if they are dammed. They're 
usually busy damning the next faned anyway. Actifen are the salt of fandom. 
For those people who believe sf fandom means attending cons, one sympathises 
with them. One sympathises also, to a different degree, with those who attend 
sf clubs - where they are to be found. There are the letter hacks – sadly 
depleted with the loss of the zine readers" columns. There are those who 
correspond voluminously with one another. А11 these are admirable types. 

Those who believe sf fandom is to be found by subbing to an sf fanzine of the 
modern high-powered - and excellent - variety, approach a little nearer the 
truth.: . Despite its detractors the BSFA has done a fine job for sf fandom, 
and the SF Foundation is going from strength to strength. 

For those fen - and, for that matter, those fans - who have eyes to see 
there are a goodly number of treasures to be dug from the Ulcer Culture, scenes 
and places of inner meanings that I resolutely refuse to comment on. 1 

Although almost totally disbelieving that OMPA is running a convention 
(OMPA? where old and tired faneds retire to?) I have the feeling that this may 
not be the last of ompan's activities. All cons are good cons. But I feel that 
you should have broughtstaplers with you, and be prepared to have mimeo-inked 
hands, and turn a duper crank (they're electric now? Oh.) You can collate, 
natch? Who's addressing? Where's that stylus - the one I made with the clock 
cogwheel? This typer won't cut. Don't crinkle that stencil! My Ghod! That's 
five bob's worth of ink you've squirted over me! Well, pour the three-in-one 
down the rollers! That offset's better than the original. Where's the hammer? 

Yes. Have a good con. Many thanks to OMPA - and the first person — every 
person - to call me Frankenstein may buy the drinks. I believe you will all 
know a great deal more about fnz pubbing come Easter Monday. Sincerely, that 
will be a Good Thing. 


DEE 


FANZINE EDITORS! 


Do you publish Book Reviews? 
Would you like a regular supply Of review copies? 


Gerbish has been appointed SF ( and fantasy and horror ) Press 
Consultant to a number of major publishers of S.F. (and etc), 
with the prime aim of seeing that YOU, the editors of fanzines, 
get the books you want to review. 


BUT, he can't do this unless YOU tell him that you want review 
books, and what fanzine you want them for. 


So, either see him here at the con, or write to him at: 
1B St Luke's Avenue, 
LONDON, 
SW4 716 

and he'll tell you all about it. 
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6th BRITISH COMIC ART CON 


TO BE HELD AT THE REGENT CENTRE HOTEL, CARBURTON STREET, 
LONDON, W.1, 21 - 22 JULY 1973. REGISTRATION £1.50 (£1 BEFORE 
JULY 1ST) ASK BRAM OR JOHN MANSEFIELD FOR DETAILS, THERE 

RUNNING ABOUT THIS CONVENTION SOMEWHERE. | 


FREE 


-- FROM US TO YOU 
FROM YOU TO US-- 


On the occasion of the 


1973 LASTERCON “OMPAcon" 
at Bristol 
there will be distributed ań 


ANNOUNCEMENT mo 
QUESTIONNAIRE 


concerning the establishment of 
Z New publishing Venture designed 
LY. 5-2 fans “for s fans, 
ہے مر‎ advice ama comments are 
solicited ол Lhe torra which 
Фош ж receive. 


HAVE А HAPPY COW 


ZS. — THOS A gou а cannot be 
ЖҰ? us will е РЕ A form % 274 
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ӘРНЕНЕ 


B. бок 5 


FOR THE BEST IN SCIENCE FICTION 


Brian Aldiss 


HOTHOUSE 30p 
THE SALIVA TREE 30p 
THE PRIMAL URGE 30p 
CRYPTOZOIC 30p 


Isaac Asimov 


PEBBLE IN THE SKY 30p 
THE HUGO WINNERS 
1963/1967 40p 
THE HUGO WINNERS 
1968/1970 40p 


Arthur C. Clarke 


THREE FOR TOMORROW 35p 
EXPEDITION TO EARTH ЗОр 
GLIDE PATH 30p 


Samuel Delany 


THE FALL OF THE TOWERS 50p 
THE JEWELS OF APTOR 25р 
NOVA 30p 


Philip Jose Farmer 


THE GATES OF CREATION 25p 
THE ALLEY GOD 30p 


Dan Galouye 


COUNTERFEIT WORLD 25p 
DARK UNIVERSE 25p 
PROJECT BARRIER 25p 


Harry Harrison 


THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT 
CAPTIVE UNIVERSE 


Hatrison & Aldiss 


YEAR'S BEST SF 2 
YEAR'S BEST SF 4 
YEAR'S BEST SF 5 


Michael Moorcock 


NEW WORLDS 1 
NEW WORLDS 2 
NEW WORLDS 3 
NEW WORLDS 4 
NEW WORLDS 5 
Charles Platt 


THE CITY DWELLERS 


Norman Spinrad 
THE MEN IN THE JUNGLE 


Brian Stableford 
CRADLE OF THE SUN 


А. E. van Vogt 
THE WINGED MAN 


30p 


35p 


25p 


25p 


All Sphere SCI-FI is available at your local bookseller, 
or in case of difficulty from: 


Sphere Cash Sales, PO Box 11, Falmouth, Cornwall 


INTRODUCING THE А 


CORGI 


©} (ollector's Library 


Tes чы x 





THE FIRST FOUR TITLES PUBLISHED Sth JUNE 
35p EACH 


FOUNDATION 
he Review d босим Fictrow 
a akve ow well 


We apologize’ for the’ delay of Number 3 but 
it i^ wow ow pale ~ the’ biggest amd best yet 


Contents: A.E Van Vogt on how he came to write е. 
Jow Фуммисг 5 PARALLEL WORLOS 


Jum Tiptree Juniors DAY LIKE ANY OTHER 

Peter Nicholls: THE DEMOLITION OF PIGEON MOLES 

George’ Нау» А SCIENCE ор FICTION 

Anthony Ryaw: THE MIND OF MR, J- BALLARD 

Gerald Levwan'd THE SCIENCE FICTIONAL IMAGINATION 

and Dawid Ketterer has genuinely new things to ray about “solaris” 

бо paged wv all vineldving fil amd book reviews of mercdible wit 
uwd dept. Nok дист Burton's ‘Anatomic of Malandnoke "hat 


the world мес prose m corw cating m ows! 


WHY HAVEN'T You SUBSCRIBED YET £ 


Number 4 out cow, Content dede: Jol skich 
воља all about Erich Vow Damkew ~ Музду Le Gut 
tells about herif ~ | Sprague ре Camp says what happened 
whew fa left he "Fuel Ой Journal” ~ Pringle” expla 
Ballar ~ Peter Nicholle rapes thd wawolrtaaw w^ parów 
ај "Proto Saem Beien " ET 


SUBSCRIPTIONS, FZ А NEAR (4NUMBERS) To PETER NICHOLLS 
SCIENCE FICTION FOUNDATION , N.E. LONDON POLYTECHNIC ,LONWGBRINGE ROAD) 
"uar BS _ DAGENHAM, ESSEX 
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A MAGAZINE Abour SCIENCE FICTION 


Algol The current issue 








Published since 1963; 
completely offset. 


"A top fanzine which 
should get a Hugo nomina- 
tion. Recommended highly" 
--Charlie Brown, NIEKAS. 


"A fine, serious S.F.- 
oriented fanzine. Among 
the top ten...being 
published today" 
--LOCUS. 


FOUR ISSUES FOR $3.00. 








EXPERIMENT PERILOUS: THE ART & SCIENCE OF ANGUISH 
IN SF: Marion Zimmer Bradley 

ON A BOOK BURNING: Ray Bradbury 

SCIENCE FICTION AS SOCIAL COMMENT: Fred Pohl 
TRAVELING JIANT: Robert Silverberg. 


Jn coming issues 


SCIENCE FICTION AS EMPIRE: Brian Aldiss 
SF IN THE REAL WORLD: John Brunner 
A NEW METAPHOR FOR THE FUTURE: J. @. Ballard. 


Subscriptions: #3 or £1.25 for four issues. 
Ethel Lindsay, Courage House, 6 Langley Ave, 
Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 6QL, England. 
Andrew Porter, Algol, PO Box 4175, New York, 
NY 10017, United States of America. 





THEY ALL READ LURK... 


DO YOU? ` 






Mike and Pat Meara, 
61 Borrowash Road, 
Spondon, Derby, 
DE2 70H, UK. 


Contact: 
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CONVENTION INFORMATION 





REMEMBER: ALWAYS WEAR YOUR CONVENTION BADGE 


PROGRAMME The Brum Group Punch-Up, OMPA Party and 

BSFA AGM are in the Gloucester Room (the 
Convention Bar moves into the Ballroom during these). 
The Banquet will be in the Wessex Suite. The Model 
Competition and other exhibits will be found in the 
Art Show Room. 


QUERIES? INJURIES? Таке them to the Registration Desk 
for committee help. A First-Aid 

box is available and committee members will know its 

whereabouts. Sorry, no medicinal alcohol..... 


CHEQUES ^ Small cheques can be cashed оп a personal basis 
if accompanied by a Bankers Card. 


BREAKFAST AND OTHER MEALS INCLUDING BANQUET ^ Breakfasts 

will be 
served from 7.30 to 9.30 except on Sunday when they are 
from 8.00 until 10.00. Lunch and Dinner are available 
on a casual basis but please give the hotel adequate 
warning. Times given for meals in the Programme should 
be adhered to as closely as possible. Banquet tickets 
are available until noon on Friday. If you want one 
later, the Registration Desk may be able to help. 


SOUVENIR CARDS AND BALL POINT PENS These are available 
from the Registration 

Desk. A special handstamped postmark is being struck on 

the Friday and souvenir cards are available with stamp 

and postmark. The issue of cards is limited and numbered. 

Any left will be offered to the public. The souvenir 

ball point pens are of superior quality and carry a 

manufacturer's guarantee. Each bears an appropriate 

motif and message 


PROGRAMME BOARD Set up by the Registration Desk, this 
provides up-to-the-minute details of 
(official) goings-on all over the hotel. 


CONVENTION BAR This will normally be in the Gloucester 

Room. It will open at 10 each morning 
and the hotel bave promised that it will remain that way 
while at least 15 people are drinking. Chester's Wall- 
Walkers may now like to try their talents on Bristol's 
Floating Harbour 


CONREPS After it's all over, the convention committee 
would appreciate receiving copies of conreps 
from the various fanzine editors for inclusion in a 
possible anthology. Please send your deathless prose 
to Gerald Bishop, 1B St Luke's Avenue, London, SW4 7LG. 


FANZINE PUBLISHING CAN BE FUN - 
Why Don't YOU Join OMPA? 


For information contact the President: 


TERRY JEEVES: 230 Bannerdale Road, Sheffield, S11 9FE 
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AVAILABLE FROM MOST DEALERS oR Ge EACH DIRECT Ego 
PHILIP HARBOTTLE, 32. TYNEDALE AVENUE, WALLSEND iene 


_ STERNAL Î th GREAT 
REDIFFUSION 


| Ву L. J. JOHNSON 
AND 
(ERIC FRANK RUSSELL 





By EANDO BINDER, 
JACK WILLIAMSON, EDMOND 
HAMILTON, RAYMOND 
Z. GALLUN and JOHN 
RUSSELL FEARN 
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Autographs 


167 
WILL BE BACK 
ISSUE 10 DUE LATE SUMMER 


Fred Hemmings, 
20, Beech Road, 
SLOUGH, | 
515 700, Bucks | 
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CHURCHILL 





GUESTS 
LOUNGE 





GENTS 
TOILETS 





DUCHESS SUITE 


| 


1 GLOUCESTER ROOM 


MARLBOROUGH 

ROOM 

WINDSOR 
ROOM 


BEAUFORT 
ROOM 









WESSEX RECEPTION 
LOUNGE 






Balcony over 


WESSEX SUITE 


i 








BALLROOM 









SOMERSET ROOM / CLIFTON / BRISTOL KITCHENS & SERVICE 


ROOM ROOM 





MEZZANINE FLOOR 


